Bahia-Carolina Program in Environmental and Occupational Health: A North-South partnership for workplace and environmental justice.
The Bahia-Carolina Program in Environmental and Occupational Health is an interdisciplinary collaborative program in research and training linking the Institute for Collective Health (ISC), the Federal University of Bahia, Brazil, and the School of Public Health, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. An important goal of this Fogarty Center-funded project is to improve workplace and environmental conditions and the well-being of the general population, particularly those workers in the informal sector. Major accomplishments include training taking place in the United States, training in Brazil, and support of Brazilian institutions. Brazilians studying in the United States have researched occupational risk factors for non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, the effectiveness of an environmental sanitation program, the health of refinery workers, and statistical methods for multilevel analysis, among other topics. The program also emphasizes the opportunity for U.S. faculty and students to learn from Brazilian colleagues. Challenges encountered in the collaboration process are described.